
The month of May began with 
our usual Mother's Day 
celebration.  Rosa and Isidra 
made beautiful roses out of 
sheets of 
colored 
foam to 
give to each 

mama on May 
11.  Sister Janet prepared a 
special luncheon of ham, 
mashed potatoes and corn, 
finished off by fresh 
strawberries and chocolate/
vanilla pudding. 

Each of our mothers 
inspires us with her deep 
dedication to all her 
children, but in particular 
her time and efforts on behalf of the one with 
special needs. In previous newsletters we 
have mentioned the occasional father or 
grandmother caregiver but this month we 
want to spot-light an exceptional woman who 
is not related by blood at all to the child for 
whom she cares. Jesus Daniel has a severe 
congenital heart defect and is one of our most 
fragile children. In fact we didn't realize how 
sick his mother, Elizabeth, was during the 
year that she brought her son to the clinic 
because we were usually preoccupied with 
his own health status. Then, just over a year 
ago, Elizabeth died of complications of 
diabetes.  For a few months various aunts and 
a teenage sister brought the child to the clinic 
sporadically. 

One day Amparo accompanied Jesus Daniel 
on the clinic van. Apparently the family 
arranged for her to care for the child and told 
her that on Tuesdays and Thursdays he 

should come to Santo Niño. She 
has a natural gift for handling the 
tiny child.  She is un-phased by 
his frequent choking, labored 
breathing, and constant muscle 
spasms.  She bathes and 
massages him before positioning 
him in one of our donated 
wheelchairs that she quickly 
figured out how to adjust for his 
comfort. She feeds him in the 
chair to avoid the dangers of 
aspirating his baby food.  On his 
sixth birthday she dressed him in 
a little suit and brought a 

chocolate cake for all to share. 

Amparo rarely requests anything for herself 
but a month ago she asked for some aspirin.  
Her face was bruised and we suspected that 
she was the victim of domestic violence, a 
fact that she later admitted. As if the violence 
in the city of Juarez is not enough, many 
women face similar physical and emotional 
trauma in their own homes. Despite the 
difficulties of her personal life Amparo 
provides tender and conscientious care for 
Jesus Daniel. She truly lives up to her name, 
which in Spanish means "a source of 
protection or refuge".  We pray for Amparo 
and all of our mothers and caregivers at Santo 
Niño, asking especially for the care and 
protection of Our Lady of Guadalupe who 
has promised to be a refuge for those most in 
need. 
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