Desert Blooms
January 2007

Dear Sisters,

The new year brought Christmas-like weather to the border and we were grateful to have new portable propane heaters to keep the clinic warm.  Even the steam from the Jacuzzi was appreciated as an additional source of heat.  We've also been experimenting with some hot food for the children who spend the day at the clinic on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  One family-sized can of soup blenderized with a can of vegetables feeds 3 or 4 easily and stays warm in a large thermos.  We've discovered the right consistency and also the strong preference for anything chicken-flavored!  (Chicken with rice, chicken noodle, chicken with lentils…chicken with chicken!)

We've been blessed with some new volunteers which is a huge help because we've also received some new children for care.  Karmen, one of the young women who went on the New Orleans service trip with Carol and Janet, has been faithfully coming each Tuesday and Thursday.  Michelle is taking the opportunity to go with us on Saturdays as a part of her fellowship in public health with the Texas Department of Human Services.  Both women are completely bilingual and have a beautiful rapport with the children and their families.

One of our new children is Edwin.  He was diagnosed with hydrocephalus before he was born and soon after birth had an operation to place a shunt that would relieve the pressure in his head.  The shunt became infected and had to be removed but the infection was difficult to control.  Now he is about nine months old.  He can hear but not see and he has frequent seizures.  His parents are sixteen years old and are trying their best to care for this child with so many needs.  What a rough start for this little family!

On January 29 our little Maria de Jesus went home to God.  She had been hospitalized off and on for weeks and finally the doctors placed a feeding tube but it was too late.  At age 6 years she weighed about 15 pounds when she died.  Her mother Pilar was distraught.  Maria de Jesus was her life.  Her only other child died of a similar condition many years ago.  We were able to help with the funeral costs and accompany Pilar and her husband through some of the difficult hours of the wake in their home.  Our consolation was in the belief that finally Maria was truly "of Jesus", in His arms, laughing and chatting as she never could in this life.  We imagined her looking at her mother from that vantage point and saying, "Oh Jesus!  Look at my mama!  She loved me so-o-o much!  She did everything for me, so now please do everything for her!  Let her know how much I love her and help her to smile again…"  Of course we know that Jesus has answered her sweet prayer because Pilar is still coming to the clinic, caring for other mothers' children with the tenderness she learned, as Carol told her, from the very best teacher: Maria de Jesus.
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